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SECOND SUBSTI TUTE HOUSE BI LL 2582

State of WAshi ngt on 59th Legislature 2006 Regul ar Sessi on

By House Committee on Appropriations (originally sponsored by
Representatives Upthegrove, Hunt er, Appl et on, Hasegawa, Qual I,
C i bborn, Sinpson, Geen, Onsby, Kenney, Hudgins and Kagi)

READ FI RST TI ME 02/ 08/ 06.

AN ACT Relating to high school conpletion prograns; anending RCW
28B. 50. 535, 28A.230.120, 28A 655.061, 28B.15.520, and 28B.15.067;
adding a new section to chapter 28B.50 RCW adding a new section to
chapter 28A. 600 RCW and creating a new section.

BE | T ENACTED BY THE LEG SLATURE OF THE STATE OF WASHI NGTON:

NEW SECTION. Sec. 1. The legislature finds that the goal of
Washi ngton's education reform is for all students to neet rigorous
academ c standards so that they are prepared for success in college,
work, and life. Educators know that not all students learn at the sane
rate or in the sanme way. Sone students will take longer to neet the
state's standards for high school graduation. A der students who
cannot graduate wth their peers need an appropriate |earning
environment and flexible progranm ng that enables them sinultaneously
to earn a diploma, work, and pursue other training options. Providing
learning options in locations in addition to high schools wll
encour age ol der students to conplete their diploms. The |egislature
further finds that the state's commtnent to providing a basic
education for all public school students under the age of twenty-one
should continue until a student earns a diplona. Therefore the
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|l egislature intends to expand high school conpletion prograns at
comunity and technical colleges for ol der students who have not yet
received a diploma but are eligible for state basic education support.

Sec. 2. RCW 28B.50.535 and 1991 c¢ 238 s 58 are each anended to
read as foll ows:

A community or technical college may issue a high school diploma or
certificate, subject to rules ((anrd+regulations—promgated)) adopted
by the superintendent of public instruction and the state board of
educati on.

NEW SECTION. Sec. 3. A new section is added to chapter 28B.50 RCW
to read as foll ows:

(1) In accordance with this section, each conmunity or technica
col l ege shall nake avail abl e courses or a program of study designed to
enabl e students under the age of twenty-one who have conpleted all
state and |local high school graduation requirenents except the
certificate of academc achievenent or certificate of individual
achi evenent to conplete their high school education and obtain a high
school di pl oma.

(a) Colleges may nmake courses or prograns under this section
avail able by entering into contracts with local school districts to
deliver the courses or prograns at |ocations other than the high schoo
canpus. Colleges that offer courses or prograns under contract shal
be reinbursed for each enrolled eligible student as provided in the
contract, and the high school diplonma shall be issued by the |oca
school district;

(b) Colleges may deliver courses or prograns under this section
directly. Colleges that deliver courses or prograns directly shall be
rei nbursed for each enrolled eligible student as provided in section 4
of this act, and the high school diploma shall be issued by the
col | ege;

(c) Colleges may col |l aborate with educational service districts to
make courses or prograns under this section available through an
educational service district, in which case the educational service
district may enter into contracts wth |local school districts and be
reinbursed for each enrolled eligible student as provided in the
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contract, and the high school diplonma shall be issued by the |oca
school district; or

(d) Colleges may nmake courses or prograns under this section
avai lable through a <conbination of contracts wth 1local school
districts, collaboration with educational service districts, and direct
service delivery.

(2) Regardless of the service delivery nethod chosen, colleges
shall ensure that all eligible students have an opportunity to enrol
in a course or programunder this section.

(3) Colleges shall not require students enrolled under this section
to pay tuition or services and activities fees, however this waiver of
tuition and services and activities fees shall be in effect only for
t hose courses that |ead to a high school diploma.

NEW SECTION. Sec. 4. A new section is added to chapter 28A. 600
RCWto read as foll ows:

(1) For purposes of this section and section 3 of this act,
"eligible student” neans a student who has conpleted all state and
| ocal high school graduation requirenments except the certificate of
academ ¢ achi evenent under RCW 28A. 655.061 or the certificate of
i ndi vi dual achi evenent under RCW 28A. 155. 045, and who is | ess than age
twenty-one as of Septenber 1st of the academ c year the student enrolls
at a community and technical college under this section.

(2) An eligible student may enroll in courses or a program of study
made avail able by a community or technical college under section 3 of
this act for the purpose of obtaining a high school diploma.

(3) For eligible students in courses or prograns delivered directly
by the community or technical college under section 3 of this act and
only for enrollnment in courses that lead to a high school diplom, the
superintendent of public instruction shall transmt to the college an
anount per each full-time equivalent college student at statew de
uniformrates. The amount shall be the sumof (a), (b), (c), and (d)
of this subsection, as applicable.

(a) The superintendent shall separately calculate and allocate
nmoneys appropriated for basic education under RCW 28A. 150.260 for
pur poses of making paynents under this section. The calculations and
al l ocations shall be based upon the estinmated statew de annual average
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per full-time equivalent high school student allocations under RCW
28A. 150. 260, excluding small high school enhancenents, and applicable
rul es adopted under chapter 34.05 RCW

(b) The superintendent shall allocate an anmobunt equal to the per
funded student state allocation for the |earning assistance program
under chapter 28A. 165 RCWfor each full-tinme equival ent coll ege student
or a pro rata anmnount for less than full-tinme enroll nent.

(c) The superintendent shall allocate an anmobunt equal to the per
full-time equivalent student allocation for the student achievenent
program under RCW 28A.505.210 for each full-tine equivalent college
student or a pro rata anount for less than full-tinme enroll nent.

(d) For eligible students who neet eligibility criteria for the
state transitional bilingual instruction program under chapter 28A. 180
RCW the superintendent shall allocate an anmount equal to the per
student state allocation for the transitional bilingual instruction
programor a pro rata anmount for less than full-tinme enroll nent.

(4) The superintendent nmay adopt rules establishing enroll ment
reporting, recordkeeping, and accounting requirenents necessary to
ensure accountability for the wuse of basic education, [|earning
assistance, and transitional bilingual program funds wunder this
section.

(5) Al school districts shall provide information about the high
school conpletion option under section 3 of this act to students in
grades ten, eleven, and twelve and the parents or guardians of those
students.

Sec. 5. RCW 28A.230.120 and 2003 ¢ 234 s 1 are each anended to
read as follows:

(1) School districts shall issue diplomas to students signifying
graduation from hi gh school upon the students' satisfactory conpletion
of all local and state graduation requirenents. D stricts shall grant
students the option of receiving a final transcript in addition to the
regul ar di pl oma. Students who satisfactorily conplete all |ocal and
state graduation requirenents except the certificate of academc
achi evenent under RCW 28A.655.061 or the certificate of individual
achi evenent under RCW 28A.155.045 nmy participate in high school
graduati on cerenoni es.

2SHB 2582 p. 4



©O© 00 N O Ol WDN P

N NN NRRRRRRRRPR P
W NN RO O oo N O D WOWDN - O

24
25
26
27
28
29
30
31
32
33
34
35
36
37

(2) School districts or schools of attendance shall establish
policies and procedures to notify senior students of the transcript
option and shall direct students to indicate their decisions in a
tinmely manner. School districts shall make appropriate provisions to
assure that students who choose to receive a copy of their final
transcript shall receive such transcript after graduation

(3)(a) A school district nmay issue a high school diploma to a
per son who:

(1) I's an honorably discharged nenber of the armed forces of the
Uni ted States;

(i1) Was schedul ed to graduate from high school in the years 1940
t hrough 1955; and

(i1i) Left high school before graduation to serve in Wrld War |
or the Korean conflict.

(b) A school district nmay issue a diploma to or on behalf of a
person otherwi se eligible under (a) of this subsection notw thstanding
the fact that the person holds a high school equival ency certification
or i s deceased.

(c) The superintendent of public instruction shall adopt a formfor
a diploma application to be used by a veteran or a person acting on
behalf of a deceased veteran wunder this subsection (3). The
superintendent of public instruction shall specify what constitutes
accept abl e evidence of eligibility for a dipl ona.

Sec. 6. RCW 28A.655.061 and 2004 c¢c 19 s 101 are each amended to
read as foll ows:

(1) The high school assessnent system shall include but need not be
limted to the Washi ngt on assessnent of student |earning, opportunities
for a student to retake the content areas of the assessnent in which
the student was not successful, and if approved by the |egislature
pursuant to subsection (11) of this section, one or nore objective
alternative assessnents for a student to denonstrate achievenent of
state academ c standards. The objective alternative assessnents for
each content area shall be conparable in rigor to the skills and
know edge that the student nust denonstrate on the Washington
assessnent of student |earning for each content area.

(2) Subject to the conditions in this section, a certificate of
academ c achi evenent shall be obtained by nost students at about the
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age of sixteen, and is evidence that the students have successfully net

the state standard in the content areas included in the certificate.

Wth the exception of students satisfying the provisions of RCW
28A. 155. 045, acquisition of the certificate is required for graduation
from a public high school but is not the only requirenent for

graduati on.

(3) Beginning with the graduating class of 2008, with the exception
of students satisfying the provisions of RCW28A. 155. 045, a student who
neets the state standards on the reading, witing, and mathematics
content areas of the high school Wshington assessnent of student
learning shall earn a certificate of academ c achievenent. If a
student does not successfully neet the state standards in one or nore
content areas required for the certificate of academ c achievenent,
then the student may retake the assessnent in the content area up to

four tinmes at no cost to the student. | f the student successfully
meets the state standards on a retake of the assessnent then the
student shall earn a certificate of acaden c achievenent. Once

objective alternative assessnents are authorized pursuant to subsection
(11) of this section, a student may use the objective alternative
assessnments to denonstrate that the student successfully neets the
state standards for that content area if the student has retaken the
Washi ngton assessnent of student learning at |east once. If the
student successfully neets the state standards on the objective
alternative assessnents then the student shall earn a certificate of
academ c achievenent. The student's transcript shall note whether the
certificate of academ c achievenent was acquired by neans of the
Washi ngton assessnent of student learning or by an alternative
assessnent.

(4) Beginning with the graduating class of 2010, a student nust
neet the state standards in science in addition to the other content
areas required under subsection (3) of this section on the Washi ngton
assessnent of student |earning or the objective alternative assessnents
in order to earn a certificate of academ c achi evenent.

(5) The state board of education nmay not require the acquisition of
the certificate of academ c achievenent for students in hone-based
I nstruction under chapter 28A. 200 RCW for students enrolled in private
school s under chapter 28A.195 RCW or for students satisfying the
provi si ons of RCW 28A. 155. 045.
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(6) A student may retain and use the highest result from each
successfully conpl eted content area of the high school assessnent.

(7) Beginning with the graduating class of 2006, the highest scale
score and |evel achieved in each content area on the high school
Washi ngton assessnent of student |earning shall be displayed on a
student's transcript. In addition, beginning with the graduating cl ass
of 2008, each student shall receive a scholar's designation on his or
her transcript for each content area in which the student achieves
level four the first time the student takes that content area
assessnent.

(8) Beginning in 2006, school districts nust nake available to
students the follow ng options:

(a) To retake the Washi ngton assessnent of student learning up to
four tines in the content areas in which the student did not neet the
state standards if the student is enrolled in a public school; or

(b) To retake the Washi ngton assessnent of student |learning up to
four tines in the content areas in which the student did not neet the
state standards if the student is enrolled in a high school conpletion
program at a community or technical coll ege. The superintendent of
public instruction and the state board for community and technica
colleges shall jointly identify neans by which students in these
prograns can be assessed.

(9) Students who achieve the standard in a content area of the high
school assessnent but who wish to inprove their results shall pay for
retaking the assessnment, wusing a uniform cost determned by the
superintendent of public instruction.

(10) Subject to avail able funding, the superintendent shall pil ot
opportunities for retaking the high school assessnent beginning in the
2004-05 school year. Beginning no later than Septenber 2006,
opportunities to retake the assessnent at |east twice a year shall be
avai l abl e to each school district.

(11) The office of the superintendent of public instruction shal
develop options for inplenenting objective alternative assessnents,
which may include an appeals process, for students to denonstrate
achi evenent of the state academ c standards. The objective alternative
assessnments shall be conparable in rigor to the skills and know edge
that the student nust denonstrate on the Washington assessnent of
student learning and be objective in its determ nation of student
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achi evenent of the state standards. Before any objective alternative
assessnents are used by a student to denonstrate that the student has
met the state standards in a content area required to obtain a
certificate, the legislature shall formally approve the use of any
objective alternative assessnents through the ommibus appropriations
act or by statute or concurrent resolution.

(12) By Decenber 15, 2004, the house of representatives and senate
education commttees shall obtain information and conclusions from
recogni zed, independent, national assessnent experts regarding the
validity and reliability of the high school Washington assessnent of
student |earning for making individual student high school graduation
determ nati ons.

(13) To hel p assure continued progress in academ c achi evenent as
a foundation for high school graduation and to assure that students are
on track for high school graduation, each school district shall prepare
pl ans for students as provided in this subsection (13).

(a) Student learning plans are required for eighth through twelfth
grade students who were not successful on any or all of the content
areas of the Washington assessnent for student |earning during the

previ ous school year. The plan shall include the courses,
conpetencies, and other steps needed to be taken by the student to neet
state academ c standards and stay on track for graduation. I

applicable, the plan shall also include the high school conpletion
option created under section 3 of this act. This requirenent shall be
phased in as foll ows:

(1) Beginning no later than the 2004-05 school year ninth grade
students as described in this subsection (13)(a) shall have a plan.

(i1) Beginning no |ater than the 2005-06 school year and every year
thereafter eighth grade students as described in this subsection
(13)(a) shall have a pl an.

(ti1) The parent or guardian shall be notified, preferably through
a parent conference, of the student's results on the Washington
assessnent of student |earning, actions the school intends to take to
i nprove the student's skills in any content area in which the student
was unsuccessful, strategies to help them inprove their student's
skills, and the content of the student's plan.

(iv) Progress nmade on the student plan shall be reported to the
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student's parents or guardian at |east annually and adjustnents to the
pl an made as necessary.

(b) Beginning with the 2005-06 school vyear and every year
thereafter, all fifth grade students who were not successful in one or
nmore of the content areas of the fourth grade Washi ngton assessnent of
student | earning shall have a student |earning plan.

(i) The parent or guardian of a student described in this
subsection (13)(b) shall be notified, preferably through a parent
conference, of the student's results on the Washi ngton assessnent of
student |earning, actions the school intends to take to inprove the
student's skills in any content area in which the student was
unsuccessful, and provide strategies to help them inprove their
student's skills.

(ii) Progress nmade on the student plan shall be reported to the
student's parents or guardian at |east annually and adjustnents to the
pl an made as necessary.

Sec. 7. RCW28B. 15.520 and 1993 sp.s. ¢ 18 s 16 are each anended
to read as foll ows:

Subject to the limtations of RCW28B. 15.910, the governing boards
of the community coll eges may:

(1) Waive all or a portion of tuition fees and services and
activities fees for:

(a) Students nineteen years of age or older who are eligible for
resident tuition and fee rates as defined in RCW 28B.15.012 through
28B.15.015 ((and)), who enroll in a course of study or program which
will enable them to finish their high school education and obtain a
hi gh school diplom or certificate, but who are not eligible students
as defined by section 4 of this act; and

(b) Children of any law enforcenent officer or fire fighter who
lost his or her |ife or becane totally disabled in the line of duty
whil e enployed by any public |law enforcenent agency or full tinme or
volunteer fire departnent in this state: PROVIDED, That such persons
may receive the waiver only if they begin their course of study at a
community college within ten years of their graduation from high
school ;

(2) Waive all or a portion of the nonresident tuition fees
differential for:
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(a) Nonresident students enrolled in a comunity coll ege course of
study or program which will enable them to finish their high school
education and obtain a high school diplom or certificate but who are
not eligible students as defined by section 4 of this act. The waiver
shall be in effect only for those courses which lead to a high schoo
di ploma or certificate; and

(b) Up to forty percent of the students enrolled in the regiona
educati on program for deaf students, subject to federal funding of such
program

Sec. 8. RCW28B. 15.067 and 2003 ¢ 232 s 4 are each anended to read
as follows:

(1) Tuition fees shall be established under the provisions of this
chapter.

(2) Beginning wwth the 2003-04 academ c year and ending with the
2008-09 academ c year, reductions or increases in full-tinme tuition
fees for resident undergraduates shall be as provided in the omi bus
appropriations act.

(3) Beginning wwth the 2003-04 academ c year and ending with the
2008-09 academ c year, the governing boards of the state universities,
the regional universities, The Evergreen State College, and the state
board for community and technical colleges nmay reduce or increase full-
tinme tuition fees for all students other than resident undergraduates,
i ncl udi ng summer school students and students in other self-supporting
degree prograns. Percentage increases in full-time tuition fees may
exceed the fiscal gromh factor. Reductions or increases may be nade
for all or portions of an institution's prograns, canpuses, courses, or
st udent s.

(4) Academ c year tuition for full-time students at the state's
institutions of higher education beginning with 2009-10, other than
sumer term shall be as charged during the 2008-09 academ c year
unless different rates are adopted by the | egislature.

(5) The tuition fees established under this chapter shall not apply
to high school students enrolling in participating institutions of
hi gher educati on under RCW 28A. 600. 300 t hrough 28A. 600. 400.

(6) The tuition fees established under this chapter shall not apply
to eligible students enrolling in a comunity or technical college

2SHB 2582 p. 10
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under section 3 of this act for the purpose of obtaining a high school
di pl oma.

(7) For the academ c years 2003-04 through 2008-09, the University
of Washington shall wuse an anount equivalent to ten percent of all
revenues received as a result of law school tuition increases begi nning
i n academ c year 2000-01 through academ c year 2008-09 to assi st needy
| ow and m ddl e i ncone resident |aw students.

((6H)) (8) For the academc years 2003-04 through 2008-009,
institutions of higher education shall use an anount equivalent to ten
percent of all revenues received as a result of graduate academc
school tuition increases beginning in academ c year 2003-04 through
academ c year 2008-09 to assist needy |low and m ddl e-i ncone resident
graduat e academ c students.

~-- END ---
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